
Consumer Federation of America
1424 16th Street, N.W., Suite 604
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 387-6121

Home Recording Rights Coalition
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 663-8452

Hon. Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

September 20, 1994

REC

rSEP 2 21994

The Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition have collected
hundreds of signatures on the enclosed petitions urging increased compatibility between cable
television systems and consumer electronics equipment. We and the signatories commend the
Commission for the steps it has taken thus far to implement the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, and we urge the Commission to consider the concerns
expressed in these petitions as it engages in its next round of rulemaking. We respectfully
request that these petitions be made a part of the public record in this procedure.

Sincerely,

o

Bradley Stillman, Esq.
Legislative Counsel
Consumer Federation of America

Enclosures
cc: Bruce Franca

Merrill Spiegel
R. Alan Stillwell

Ruth Rodgers
Executive Director
Home Recording Rights Coalition

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE ----
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America ane! the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market, for cable-related consumer
devices, We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment, We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can bUy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market, for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambiing on all regulated tiers of cabie service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cabie transmission. including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated flers of coble service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Coble Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital coble transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the follOWing measures in Its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged,

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, inclUding a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without haVing to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.

Name (PLEASE PRINT)

/'tdR/C SCfJWEfT2£/C­

·~1:511A1~

~tt:, Ebe~/~

S~ \J~~cJS

Address

fl'sq 8RIj)~E J2t).;

9u{) Dr-,tJsc td
qoq BC/~6e /20.
etD '{Un'eX- ~~

C);J<fJ-~~

City.State

A k&o fV' I d H' II)

AkvuJ<-l oj'); 0
~-- 7

AKItO}..), Q-,-I;6

!\-\(rou 1 O~l Q
J

CU0A, ViVP

lip Code

'('II/2­

<7-1-J/~

'-t t.f.a/:J..

~

if '/3 t ::J-,



Ma.' t Pe.t'·+'·e V\ Te :
~OM. "<:o.-clt·..~ 'R1;J..+a

C!.eo.ll +lO.-'\
\l4S- \~~ street NW
po6o~ 3SS-'16
Wa.s'v..\V\tS-ToV\ ])C 200 33
Fo \"'"" Me w-e. ":t 'f'\fe r-MQ"t,'O'V\
l'kon'f. ~ \-8e:>o-zeZ-8Z13

URGENT PETITION ***
REcelveo***

rSEP-2 '21994
Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics EQuiPWJJ1!
ET Dkt. No. 93-1 (Implementation of section 11 of the 1992 Cable Act) ~a:=~ISSK»j

TO: REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Re:

As owners and users of Ns and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open mark.et. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemak.ing:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns. VCRs and other eqUipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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URGENT PETITION ***
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TO: REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can bUy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue.its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the follOWing measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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URGENT PETITION ***
RECEIVED***

TO: REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

rSEP221994
Re: Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment

ET Dkt. No. 93-7 (Implementation of section 17 of the 1992 Cable ActfEDEAA!.C-ewl.U:lCA'OOfSCOMMlSSlON
~ICE~SECRETARY

As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the c.able monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market, for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the follOWing measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fully c'apable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market, for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable serviGes and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment rSEP 2 2 J994 ;;0 ..... Mo ,.. e. "'I"fCi ,. MC\,t.~
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaudthe Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions prOVided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue.its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions prOVided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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TO: REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Re:
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Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment .. Fo -- ftl\c!"'"'eo ""I"fe .-MQ.tl«W\
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to fosler an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue.its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tters of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue, its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules. we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard. so in the future we can buy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date In promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue,its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking: .

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Coble Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital coble transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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*** URGENT PETITION ***
REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN RECEIVED
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TO:

As owners and users of TVs and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
eqUipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regUlated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fUlly capable set-top boxes, TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can bUy
compatible TVs, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
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TO:

Re:

As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the follOWing measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act.
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase tully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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*** URGENT PETITION ***
REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN RECEIVED
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION .

IT
Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment

SfP 22 1994
ET Okt. No. 93-7 (Implementation of section 17 of the 1992 Cable Act) FF1JERAL~~TQ8
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As owners and users of TVs and VCRs. we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in
supporting measures to eliminate the coble monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster on open market. for coble-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between coble seNices and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking:

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulaled tiers of cable service thai were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose seNice is unchanged.

• Separale signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes. so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes. TVs and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission. including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can bUy
compatible TVs. VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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TO: REED HUNDT, CHAIRMAN RE. PO5o~ 35'5"16

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION ,.' CEIVEO .\N4.$-v..\V\!.:tCV\ Pc 20033.

Re: Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment fSEP221994 ~o r- Mo ~e. "J: Y\fe,,::,:,:t.t~
ET Dkt. Noo 93-7 (Implementation of Section 17 of the 1992 Cable Act) FElJEFW.Ct}M -rho"~ ~ \ ..SOO-Zf;I" oZ,l",
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As owners and users of Ns and VCRs, we join the Consumer Federation of America and the Home Recording Rights Coalition in

supporting measures to eliminate the cable monopoly over set-top boxes and to foster an open market. for cable-related consumer
devices. We applaud the Commission for its efforts to date in promoting compatibility between cable services and consumer-owned
equipment. We respectfully urge the Commission to continue. its pro-consumer efforts and enact the following measures in its next
round of rulemaking: .

• Prohibit scrambling on all regulated tiers of cable service that were not scrambled before the enactment of the 1992 Cable Act,
so cable companies cannot impose new set-top devices or other equipment on subscribers whose service is unchanged.

• Separate signal access control functions from other functions provided by set-top boxes, so that except for descrambling
modules, we can purchase fully capable set-top boxes, Ns and VCRs at retail.

• Establish standards for digital cable transmission, including a national renewable security standard, so in the future we can buy
compatible Ns, VCRs and other equipment without having to rent any access devices from cable or other network operators.
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